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APPEARED AS VIEWPOINT PIECE IN THE NARRAGANSETT TIMES --4/28/95
I am writing to encourage all people of conscience to support the bills to prevent discrimination based on
sexual orientation. I write as a Christian minister, and my views on the pending legislation come straight from my
religious faith. Christianity teaches that all people are created in the image of God and are wmthy ofrespect and
dignity. Christianity teaches that God loves all people equally. Christians are also called to love all people ..This
means that, according to some of the most basic beliefs of Christianity, to make fun of homosexuals, to put them
down, to make them the brunt of jokes, to condemn them, ridicule them, carry out violence against them or to
discriminate against them in any way is to act unlovingly toward them and is wrong. In my role as
chaplain at the University of Rhode Isalnd I know of many instances of such hatred and harassment directed
toward gays and lesbians And I find myself asking how long people who call themselves Christian will continue
to focus more on condemning homosexuality than on condemning the many acts of harassment, violence, and
discrimination that are committed routinely against homosexuals
As religious people and people of conscience we must be concerned to treat all people with justice ..Failure
to do so is wrong But where is justice when 30 percent of teenage suicides are committed by gay and lesbian
youth who cannot bear to face the hatred and stigmatization of homosexuals by this society? Where is justice when
80 - 90 percent of gays and lesbians have been verbally harassed during their lives? Where is justice when 20 - 25
percent of gays and lesbians have been physically assaulted? Where is justice when many gay and lesbian students
and faculty at this university live in constant fear ofbeing harassed if their sexual orientation were made public?
Where is justice when last year, in Texas alone, eight people were murdered merely because thery were gay?
Where is justice when the state of Rhode Island has repeatedly refused to pass legislation that would merely
prevent discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation in the areas of housing, employment, credit, and public
accomodation? And where are the people of conscience who should be working to achieve justice? Many are
silent Some actively oppose it To do either is to let injustice prevail and is wrong.
The facts regarding the currently pending civil rights bills are as follows.
I. There are no special rights granted ..The bill merely adds "sexual orientation" to the list of classes
protected from discrimination in housing, credit, employment, and public accomodation. Since everyone has a
sexual orientation, the bill covers everyone and does not single out gays and lesbians for special treatment
2 ..The bill does not imply state approval of homosexuality. Consider the civil rights bill cuuently in effect.
It includes marital status as a class protected from discrimination ..Does this mean that the state approves of
divorce?
3 ..Religious organizations are exempted ..Of course this includes religious schools as well as churches,
synagogues, etc.
4 ..Owner occupied rental housing of less than three units is also exempted .. Thus, no one who rents one
or two extra rooms in the house will be forced to rent to a homosexual
5 This bill does not include teaching homosexuality in the public schools, nor does it have anything to do
with homosexual marriages, etc ..To argue against the present bill becuase of what some future bill might contain
is ridiculous ..With that line ofreasoning one could argue against any bill on any subject whatsoever
6..The bill does not in any way undermine the family, nor would the failure to pass it in any way protect
the family. Gays and lesbians will not suddenly become heterosexual and get married if the bill does not pass
Neither will heterosexuals suddenly become gay and get divorced if the bill does pass.
The facts are that homosexuals face injustice and discrimination on a daily basis ..For over ten years now
efforts have been made in Rhode Island to pass legislation to end such discrimination based on sexual orientation.
Unfortunately, these bills have been defeated because the politics ofpr~judice have won out over the politics of
principle; the politics of fear have triumphed over the politics of fairness.
As people of conscience we must speak out against this blatant injustice in our society. We must criticize
this failure of nerve in our politicians. And we must condemn the hypocrisy of those who consider nondiscrimination a fundamental right when applied to themselves, but a "special" right when applied to
homosexuals.
It is time for all Rhode Islanders to realize that discrimination based on sexual orientation is real,
widespread, and dangerous. It is time to recognize that such discrimination is not only harmful to its victims, it is
also an affront to any society that calls itself free. It is time to heed the prophet's call to "let justice roll down like
waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream." It is time to pass the anti-discrimination bill The House
has already done so; the fate of the bill now lies with the Senate. I urge you to call your senators and ask them to
pass S-900.
-- Rev William J Bartels, Protestant Chaplain, URI, and chair of the Committee to Eliminate
Heterosexism and Homophobia

